
 





























energy commodities. In a world of shrinking resources, the 
human instinct for survival and food will tend to drive a 
larger portion of incomes toward food production, and this 
will result in a continued demand for the inputs required 
for food production. 

Besides energy, the other key inputs to food production 
include fertilizer and water. Synthetic nitrogen is a key fer­
tilizer which is produced from natural gas. This commodi­
ty is becoming sought after as a substitute for coal and oil 
in both energy production and transportation. So, as an end 
use of natural gas, fertilizer for food is competing with gas 
demands for electricity production; space heating; industri­
al processes; and transportation. 
The demand for potash fertilizer, extracted through under­
ground mines, is forecast to continue rising in the future as 
the result of its substitution for synthetic petrochemical­
based fertilizers, and the rising worldwide demand for 
food. 
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